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An Overview of Ashfag Ahmad's Literary Contributions

Abstract

Ashfag Ahmed (192-2004) was a prominent Pakistani writer,
playwright, and broadcaster. His contributions to Urdu literature
encompassed a diverse range of works, dho short stories,
dramas, and plays for both television and radio in Pakistan.
Recognized for his lasting impact on the fields of broadcasting and
literary heritage, Ahmed was honored with the President's Pride of
Performance and Sitaradmtiaz (Star ofExcellence) awards.Ahmed's
literary output exceeded thirty books, with his short story (afsana),
"Gaddary" (The Shepherd), bringing him early acclaim in 1955. In
1963, he initiated his radio program, "Talgeen Shah" (The Preacher),
gaining popularity indwns and villages. Appointed as the director of
the Markazi Urdu Board in 1967 (later renamed Urdu Science Board),
Ahmed also served as an advisor in the Education Ministry during
Zia-ul-Hag's regimeln 1968, he wrote and directed the Urdu movie
"Dhoop Au Sayay" (Sun and Shades), considered ahead of its time
and a precursor to the Parallel Cinema movemehrtdia, despite its
box-office failure. In his later years, Ahmed's inclination towards
Sufism deepened, influenced by his close associations withaQud
Ullah Shahab, Mumtaz Mufti, and Baba Mohammad Yahya Khan.
His engagement with fans on the PTV program "Zaviya" (The Angle)
allowed him to provide insightful responses to the questions posed by
the youth audience.
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